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which is a straight minimum wage 
with no small business set-asides on it. 

Today, we have had 4 amendments 
laid down, and there has been good de-
bate. Tomorrow, we can have our party 
caucuses at 12:30. We may vote in the 
morning. There are four amendments 
pending. We have the Enzi amendment, 
and the HELP Committee majority is 
working with him to see if there can be 
a couple of changes made and, if so, we 
can vote on that. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, let 
me just say, with regard to the cloture 
motion just filed by the distinguished 
majority leader, that if cloture were to 
be invoked on the underlying bill, the 
opportunity to pass what has developed 
into a bipartisan minimum wage pro-
posal, including both an increase in the 
minimum wage and tax provisions, 
which are important for the small busi-
nesses that tend to hire people who 
work at the minimum wage, would be 
lost. So certainly it is my hope that 
cloture will not be invoked on Wednes-
day on the underlying bill so that we 
could continue in the bipartisan spirit 
in which we have begun this session of 
Congress and move forward on a bill 
that in all likelihood will receive, at 
the end of the process, a very large bi-
partisan vote of support, and that is a 
combination of the minimum wage in-
crease and the small business tax pro-
vision. 

So I encourage my colleagues on this 
side of the aisle to, in the spirit of bi-
partisanship, defeat that so we can 
continue to deal with the substitute 
that I think will enjoy broad bipartisan 
support. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, during the 
next couple of days, until we vote on 
the two cloture matters, if cloture is 
not invoked on the matter relating to 
Senator JUDD GREGG, then that matter, 
it is my understanding, would be with-
drawn and we would go to cloture on 
the underlying bill. If that is, of 
course, passed, it would be just as Sen-
ator MCCONNELL said—it would elimi-
nate the matters the Finance Com-
mittee placed on the bill. If it is not in-
voked, we are right back where we 
started from and would work off the 
substitute. 

Mr. President, I hope Senators would 
look at and offer whatever amend-
ments they want on this matter. There 
is going to come a time, because we 
have so much other business to do and, 
besides, there is ample opportunity to 
file amendments on this bill, that I will 
be required to file cloture. It would be 
great if I didn’t have to. We could agree 
on a finite list of amendments, dispose 
of those amendments, and move to 
final passage of the bill. 

Next week sometime it is likely, as I 
explained to the distinguished Repub-
lican leader, we are going to have to go 
to the Iraq resolution or resolutions re-
ported out of the Foreign Relations 
Committee. What the Republican lead-
er and I have talked about doing—and 
we don’t know if that is doable in the 
Senate—is to limit the votes that 

would be on that issue, whether we 
have a couple competing resolutions or 
one resolution. Whatever we do, we will 
try to work something out to the satis-
faction of the body. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
briefly, five amendments have been 
pending, three have been filed. I will 
have a better sense, I say to my friend, 
the majority leader, after lunch tomor-
row how many amendments my side 
will be interested in filing. I certainly 
share the majority leader’s view, pro-
vided cloture is not invoked on 
Wednesday, that we would work with 
the majority leader in the hopes of 
winding up this bill at the earliest pos-
sible time. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 
23, 2007 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 10 a.m., Tuesday, Janu-
ary 23; that on Tuesday, following the 
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and that 
there then be a period for the trans-
action of morning business for 60 min-
utes, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the first half under control of the Re-
publicans and the second half under the 
control of the majority; that following 
morning business, the Senate then re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2, the min-
imum wage bill; that on Tuesday, the 
Senate recess from 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 
p.m. in order to accommodate the re-
spective party conference luncheons. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we began, 
as we have just spoken about, a very 
good debate today on minimum wage. 
Senator GREGG offered his line-item 
veto amendment. We had very stimu-
lating debate on that matter from both 
sides. I filed cloture on that amend-
ment. The cloture vote will occur on 
Wednesday, unless we decide to move it 
up earlier. 

Also, today I filed cloture on the un-
derlying bill. The Republican leader 
and I discussed that at some length. If 
cloture is not invoked on the Gregg 
amendment, then we will go imme-
diately to a cloture vote on the under-
lying bill. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
live quorum, with respect to these two 
cloture motions, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Senators have until 
2:30 p.m. tomorrow, Tuesday, to file 
first-degree amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, does the 
Republican leader have anything fur-
ther? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. No. I say to my 
friend, as I indicated, we have several 
amendments pending. We will know a 
little more tomorrow how many 
amendments will be offered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 

no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
following the remarks of Senator WAR-
NER, the Senate stand adjourned under 
the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESOLUTION ON THE NEW 
STRATEGY IN IRAQ 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I first 
thank the Presiding Officer for address-
ing the Senate earlier this evening 
with regard to the proposed resolution 
which you and our distinguished col-
league from Maine, Senator COLLINS, 
have been working on now for several 
days and throughout the weekend, 
placing it into the RECORD for all Sen-
ators to have an opportunity to study 
it. 

I ask unanimous consent that it be 
printed in the RECORD following my 
statement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(See Exhibit 1.) 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, as I 

said when I was joined by you and Sen-
ator COLLINS in our brief press con-
ference this afternoon, the resolution 
we currently anticipate will not be 
filed formally at the desk until the 
State of the Union is completed tomor-
row and the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee works its will on a resolu-
tion which is pending before it, au-
thored by the chairman, Senator 
BIDEN, and Senator HAGEL of Nebraska 
and other Senators who have joined in 
that resolution. As that resolution 
works its way through the Foreign Re-
lations Committee, we, the three of us 
who have worked on this resolution, 
will take an examination of what is 
sent to the floor for purposes of floor 
consideration, and at that time I an-
ticipate we could indicate to the Sen-
ate a desire that our resolution be con-
sidered as a substitute resolution and 
therefore an alternative to the resolu-
tion that will be reported out from the 
Foreign Relations Committee. 
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